
Country / Initiative Institution Description 

 
USA 
 
The Dartmouth Atlas of 
Healthcare 
 

 
The Dartmouth Institute 
of Health Policy and 
Clinical Practice. 
Geisel School of 
Medicine at Dartmouth 
 

 
For more than 20 years, the Dartmouth Atlas Project has documented huge variations in how medical resources are 
distributed and used in the United States. The project uses Medicare data to provide comprehensive information and 
analysis about national, regional, and local markets, as well as individual hospitals and their affiliated physicians. 

 
Ontario, Canada 
 
ICES Atlases  & Reports  
 

 
Institute for Clinical 
Evaluative Sciences 
(ICES) 

 
ICES research atlases are comprehensive research studies that provide relevant information to providers, planners and 
policy makers on the effectiveness of the Ontario health care system. Covering a range of system-related and disease-
specific topics, the atlases feature geographical breakdowns of regional patterns in health care delivery. Findings, 
implications and policy recommendations are provided to help guide quality improvement and decision-making in the 
dynamic climate of health care. 
 

 
Germany  
 
Healthcare Fact Check: 
Regional Variations in 
German Health Care  
 

 
Bertelsmann Stiftung 

 
The Healthcare Fact Check has so far published two compendium reports illustrating different cases of regional 
variations in healthcare in brief, ranging from caesarean section to knee replacement. The first report was published in 
2011, the second report in 2015, allowing for a comparison of regional variations over time. 
Next to these compendium reports we have published several themed reports that focus on single relevant healthcare 
issues such as antibiotic prescriptions for children or the treatment of depression. The themed reports illustrate the 
range of variations in the different areas, its underlying causes, possible solutions, and they provide the public with 
relevant information and recommendations for action.  
 

 
New Zealand 
 
Atlas of Healthcare 
Variation 
 

 
Health Quality & Safety 
Commission 

 
The Atlas of Healthcare Variation displays easy-to-use maps, graphs, tables and commentaries that highlight variations 
by geographic area in the provision and use of specific health services and health outcomes. The Atlas is designed to 
prompt debate and raise questions about health service use and provision amongst clinicians, users and providers of 
health services about why any differences exist, and to stimulate improvement through this debate. 
 

 
The Netherlands 
 
Dutch National Atlas of 
Public Health  
 
 

 
Institute of Public 
Health and 
Environment 
Ministry of Health, 
Welfare and Sports 

 
Web-based Atlas that maps the regional distribution of health related matters. It targets health professionals, such as 
policy advisers of the Dutch Ministry of Health, Welfare and Sports, regional and local authorities and staff members of 
Municipal Health Services. 
The National Atlas works in cooperation with the Dutch National Compass of Public Health, the gateway to information 
about health and disease, risk factors, care and prevention. 

 
United Kingdom 
 
NHS Atlas of Variation in 
Healthcare 
 
 

 
Right Care 
National Health Service 

 
The NHS Atlas of Variation series is intended to support local decision making to increase the value that a population 
receives from the resources spent on their healthcare. It supports the search for unexplained variations, the 
identification and attention to unwarranted variation, helping clinicians to understand what is going on in their area and 
where to focus attention to improve the care they provide. 

Nota: Modificado de Bernal-Delgado E, Ridao-Lopez M, Garcia-Armesto S (in press). Medical Practice Variations in Elective Surgery. In: Sobolev B (Series ed), Johnson A, Stukel T (eds). Health Services Research Series. Medical 
Practice Variations. Springer, New York. http://www.springer.com/us/book/9781489976024#aboutBook 

http://www.dartmouthatlas.org/
http://www.dartmouthatlas.org/
http://www.ices.on.ca/Publications/Atlases-and-Reports
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http://www.hqsc.govt.nz/our-programmes/health-quality-evaluation/projects/atlas-of-healthcare-variation/
http://www.hqsc.govt.nz/our-programmes/health-quality-evaluation/projects/atlas-of-healthcare-variation/
http://www.zorgatlas.nl/
http://www.zorgatlas.nl/
http://www.rightcare.nhs.uk/index.php/nhs-atlas/
http://www.rightcare.nhs.uk/index.php/nhs-atlas/
http://www.springer.com/us/book/9781489976024%23aboutBook

